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MIKE TAMBASCO: Today is October 16, my name is Mike Tambasco, 
assigned to the World Trade Center Task Force. I’m conducting an interview into the 
events of September 11" at the World Trade Center. The interview today is with 
paramedic Eric Rodriguez, who is assigned to Unit 35 Zebra, tour 2. We are in the 
Battalion 57 locker room. Alright, Eric. 

ERIC RODRIGUEZ: My name is Eric Rodriguez, I’m a paramedic 
assigned to 35 Zebra 2. On the morning of September 11", my partner and I, Joel Pierce 
went over to Carl’s Place, a little deli over on Union and North 8" where we get our 
breakfast every morning, cause it’s right around our 89, and it’s really relaxing. As we 
were sitting down eating, all of a sudden we heard a lot of Brooklyn units getting 
switched to Citywide. A lot of 31 Units down by the Brooklyn Bridge. So we looked at 
each other and said wow, something must be going on, let’s see if we can, you know, 
something good to buff. So we switched over to citywide and we started hearing all these 
reports about we have fire showing at the World Trade Center, explosion. So we go 
woah, so we drove over to Kent Avenue and as we got around Kent and North 6", we 
could see that the North Tower had been struck. I didn’t know what it was. I mean, the 
plumes of smoke were coming, and I remember getting on the phone and calling my wife 
and my mother saying turn on the television. There’s a hole in the World Trade Center. 


So now at this point, my partner is calling Citywide, telling them we’re an ALS haz-tac, 
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we can be over the bridge in 5 minutes. You know, put us on the job. Cause at this point 
we had also heard the MCI code for an airplane crash. So we’re thinking haz-tac, we can 
get there and really get in on the job. We couldn’t get out on the phones and we’re trying 
to get through on the radio, but not stepping on anybody. As we’re standing there 
watching the buildings is when the second plane hit. It was then that we realized that this 
was not just a fire. That whole feeling just like, your stomach dropped out. At that point, 
we got on the radio and said 35 Zebra, we’re going. We had our Sargent from the 90 
Precinct, was down there. He had already got --cleared traffic for us straight down 
Broadway to the Willie B. I remember going across the Willamsburg Bridge, I looked at 
my partner and said brother, no matter what happens, we go home alive tonight. Cause 
even then we were thinking there’s got to be very heavy patient care. But who else 
knows what’s going on. When we first got into Manhattan over the Willie B, we got 
directed over to Canal down to Broadway. We were coming down Broadway past City 
Hall, and it was pandemonium. There was all kind of resources over here, we’re trying to 
look for some kind of EMS command post. There were crowds of people over here, we 
wound up coming down, coming across over here. There was wreckage everywhere, and 
there were body parts. 

Q: So you came across West on Vessey Street? 

A: Yeah, and there was nothing but, it was absolutely like Berlin 1944, 45. 
We couldn’t get across over here because there was too much debris, it didn’t look too 


safe. We didn’t see too much trucks or apparatus. So we came down here. 
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Q: You came down Church Street going south. 

A: Then we had to divert back over this way, cause we couldn’t, there was 
too much debris. You know the stairs that’s over here, across from the hotel that’s 
usually over here? 

Q: Right, right. 

A: There was far too much stuff here, and there were body parts in the street. 
We didn’t want to run over them, so I came back across over here on this little street, I 
guess that’s Dey. 

Q: Dey Street, you went over east, right? 

A: We got back to Broadway, then we started, we lit it up again and went all 
the way down Broadway. 

Q: Southbound on Broadway, right. 

A: We started picking up all these ambulances. They just started jumping in 
line behind us. We came down across by the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel, and got over to 
West Street, and just headed back up. 

Q: Right, up north. 

A: Up north. Now at Liberty, we saw a command vehicle with an EMS 
officer standing at Liberty and West Street. So we figured that’s where it was. I was 
listening to the radio, I was hearing Chief Goldfarb on the radio. I know his incident 


command is second to none. So I figured that’s where he was, and I pretty much trust a 
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lot of his decisions. Okay, we’re here, we’re haz-tac, what do you want us to do? Well, 
it turns out he wasn’t there. But there was a captain, I forget who he was, but he was 
newly promoted, a kind of heavyset guy. 

Q: Captain D’amato maybe? 

A: Maybe. We’re like, where do you want us? He said, give me a second, I 
just got here, this isn’t a command post as far as I know. But at this point we’re standing 
there talking to him and other busses are going around us and starting to line up behind 
his command vehicle. It also looked like PD was setting up a command post right there, 
they had a lot of units in plainclothes. Apparatus were still showing up, so we initially 
started staging right underneath that little walkway that goes across... 

Q: That goes across West Street? 

A No, Liberty. This one right here. 

Q: Got you. 

A That’s when we started noticing that people were jumping on that side. At 
first I said look out, there’s debris falling. We looked up and said no, that’s not debris, 
those are bodies. We’re thinking bodies from the fire floors. Then we started seeing they 
were screaming and they were moving, and we were watching them hit the ground. At 
that point there’s nothing you can do to treat them. You know we might need to move 
back cause they’re gonna start taking some of us out. So we moved back here where 


South End and Liberty meet. 
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Q: West, where South End, right. 

A: We started staging over here, they wanted us down on South End. They 
told us listen, you guys are haz-tac. We have about 2 or 3 of your haz-tac units here. 
What we want to do is, we want you to stay up close here because we’re gonna 
consolidate you guys, you’re gonna Scott up, you’re gonna go up and do searches. 

Q: Do you remember who told you that? Was it an EMS captain? 

A: There was a captain. No, there wasn’t cause I had to tell the captain. Who 
was it? It was a chief said it, I don’t remember what chief was there. 

Q: Okay, fine. 

A: Cause it wasn’t Chief Goldfarb, cause I know his aide. It was someone I 
didn’t know. It might have been Chief Wells, I’m really not sure. 

Q: Okay. 

A: Cause at this point I hadn’t actually physically seen any of the chiefs, but I 
was hearing them on the radio. I was hearing Brynes on the radio, so I was trying to get a 
sense of where everybody was. I knew there was a command center inside, there was a 
forward triage. I was thinking I don’t see too many medics here, I see a lot of EMTs. So 
me and my partner are like we gotta get in, at least maybe we can do something over 
there. So we’re standing there, and we’re hearing the reports, patients with major burns 
and all that. My partner says listen, I want to go find out what’s going on. So he starts 


walking over towards West Street and Liberty and South. I was on the corner of Liberty 
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and South End Street. I went into the back of the truck and started hanging trauma lines. 
I figured if we get a burn victim or whatever, we’re prepared. I don’t know how much 
time went by. I know I slipped out of the truck for a minute and then Chief McCracken 
was there, and I think it was Chief Grant was there. I remember Chief McCracken saying 
chief Grant is taking over, he’s assuming command of this sector right here. Anybody 
needs directions, I want all the drivers to stay with the vehicles and everybody else to 
come over by Chief Grant. Well my partner was already over there, and I was driving 
that day. So I figured well, I’ll finish hanging all the trauma lines. I was in back of the 
vehicle and I heard, it sounded like I thought another plane had struck the building. This 
loud bang and then it sounded like a locomotive, or like when I used to live in Howard 
Beach, when the planes used to come in at night, flying right over the house. Everything 
started shaking and I heard like a thunderstorm. Somebody screamed it’s coming down. 

I don’t remember if it was on the radio, because the side door of the bus was open. The 
back door of the truck--I could see out of. I looked, and I bent all the way down to look 
up as far as I could, and I could see the cloud coming. I thought the building was actually 
falling over. I didn’t know it was pan-caking. I was like, I’m not getting out of here. So 
I dove on the floor of the truck. I was praying, if something hits this bus, don’t let it 
collapse the box. If it does, I hope there’s a big enough void that I’ ll be alright. I 


remember something hit the bus hard enough that my siren went off. Then the siren died. 
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So the siren went off and then it died. It was pitch black, and I heard the May Days come 
across. I couldn’t breathe, you know. 

Q: Can you remember anyone specific you heard on the May Days? 

A: No, I just heard someone say May Day, May Day. We are pinned, we are 
pinned, like that. People stepping on each other. I remember hearing Central say units, 
calm down, you know-- of that nature. I was suffocating and then I realized that...and 
then I remembered that we had Scott packs. There was a piece of metal that was like, 
wedged in the doorway. I grabbed my mask, I was able to get the metal out of the way, 
and the soot and stuff was about halfway up the side of the bus. So I was able to dig 
through that, get to the compartment, and get my Scott pack on. I thought I was actually 
under a debris or something, and I’m thinking whatever’s on top of me I hope isn’t a fire 
part. Cause I don’t want this to just collapse and then you know, fry and all that. As it 
started to filter down, I’m thinking, where the hell is my partner? There was a Lincoln 
Navigator that was right next to the bus, that when I went to step in, I had to move the 
door cause it wouldn’t open all the way. It was gone, I mean it wasn’t...it was gone. 
There were a couple of ambulances that were completely totaled. You know the 
Hottzollah MERV that they had up there was completely flat. As it was clearing up, I 
could see more and more of the apparatus that were there completely destroyed or gone. 
Then I don’t remember seeing anybody move, it was dead silent and it was like being on 
the surface of the moon. Cause all I could hear was the Scott pack, you know? So I’m 


looking, I’m looking and I ran into Timmy Keller, from Batallion Fifty. 
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He was kind of standing up, he looked a little dazed and I said Timmy, are you alright? 
And he goes, I can’t find Karen, Karen DeShore. I said, where was she? She was right 
next to me before everything happened. He said, I jumped under the car, I can’t find her. 
I said, well have you seen anyone else? He said no. So now I’m still looking for my 
partner. I finally found Joel, he was having a hard time breathing. I said, lets go get your 
Scott pack and get out of here. He says no, we got to go back to the first tower and start 
digging. I said listen, if this one came down, the other one’s probably gonna come down. 
Trust me, turn around, get on my ass, we’ll get out of the area. If they say it’s not gonna 
come down, we’ll come back. Until such time, we need to get out of here. When we got 
back to the truck, he got his Scott pack on. The vehicle was dead, it wouldn’t move, I 
think one of my rear axles was busted too. The vehicle was dead. We started hearing on 
the radio, all units within the vicinity of the World Trade Center, you need to evacuate 
the immediate area because the North Tower is beginning to lean. So, we started hoofing 
it, and we found another crew was there. They had no stretcher in their bus. There was 
this paramedic, and I know I’ve seen him, but I can’t remember if I’ve seen him in 
Manhattan or from when I worked in the Bronx. 

Q: One of our units? 

A: One of our guys. I said, does that truck run? He said absolutely, 


everybody get on. So we jumped in the back right as the North Tower collapsed. 
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South End is not a very big street, but he was flying down that street and that cloud was 
coming. It looked like we were parked. We got to the end of South End Street, by that 
building over there, and they had all those boats, they were trying to get people on them. 
That’s when the second cloud came. I got separated from my partner at that time again, 
so while we were standing there, I’1l never forget it. It seemed to be just completely 
disorganized, and people were like, let’s just help these people to the boats and all that. 
The paramedic who was driving that rig turned around and said listen, get a pen anda 
paper, we need to start writing down who’s here. I’m assuming command of this area. 
We started doing that, and I told him, I’m gonna go find my partner. He was like, I wish 
you’d stay here, and I was like, well, no. I finally found him. We made our way down to 
South Ferry, and we met Chief McCracken. Then we wound up going over to Liberty 
Street. Not Liberty Street, Joel went back to Liberty Street, I stayed down in South Ferry. 
Where I met him, he was on the north side of everything when it happened. 

Q: Anything else you want to add to it, Eric? 

A: Nothing else. That’s about it. 

Q: Thank you. This interview concludes at 13:13. By the way, it began at 


12:58. 


